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idea for a play of his own. This was produced in 1818,
and found other imitators. Grillparzer contented himself
with printing his act in a dramatic almanac, but he re-
turned to his plot in 1829? and finished the play two years
later. Although the idea was probably suggested by
Calderon's "La vida es sueno/? Grillparzer's drama owes
its existence in part to his study of Lope de Vega, to two
of whose comedies it bears, in certain scenes, a striking
resemblance. The central idea, however, was confessedly
founded on Voltaire's story "Le Blanc et le Noir."

The hero of Grillparzer's play, whose name, Eustan, is
borrowed from Voltaire, is an ambitious youth, who on the
eve of attaining humble domestic happiness through his
marriage to a lovely maiden, is goaded on by his negro slave
Zanga to a life of wild and daring adventure, that is to
result in boundless glory. These adventures are shown us
in Kustan's dream. He falls asleep in his uncle's lowly
cabin, and the deeds and crimes which his troubled dreams
conjure up axe placed before the spectator in an almost
bewildering series of exciting incidents. At last, when
about to meet with just retribution for his crimes and to
plunge into a watery grave, Eustan is suddenly restored to
his couch, upon which lie uneasily turns. The images that
have haunted him disappear; he awakens and realizes that
he has but dreamed. He returns to his betrothed, dis-
misses his evil genius, and forever renounces the treacher-
ous paths of ambition.

"Life bestows a single treasure:
Quiet peace for guileless hearts.
Spurn ambition's reckless pleasure,
Idle glory's empty arts."e
